
PERRY COUNTY HUMANE SOCIETY, INC., 
A private, not-for-profit charitable corporation - not affiliated with any office or agency of the Perry County, Ohio, government 

P.O. BOX 105 
NEW LEXINGTON, OHIO 43764 

740-347-4233 
 
 

ADOPTION CONTRACT FOR ______________________ 
                          (dogôs name) 
 
This agreement entered into this _________________ day of ______________, ___________, by and between the 
Perry County Humane Society, Inc., hereinafter PCHS, and the applicant and co-applicant (if appropriate) identified 
in th e sep arate ap plication (four p ages) su bmitted to  PCHS, herein after th e ADOPTER (and  co-ad opter, if 
appropriate), for the adoption of the above identified dog. 
 
TERMS AND CONDITIONS 
 
1. The adopter agrees to pay PCHS an adoption fee of $25.00 which is refundable within fourteen (14) days if the 
adopter personally returns the living dog to PCHS and releases PCHS of any further liability. 
 
2. The adopter agrees to provide the dog with a good and safe home with proper care and attention. The dog is not to 
ride loose in the back of pick-up trucks, is not to be chained, or to be contained by hidden fences. The dog is not to 
be a pu rely ou tside p et. Wh en the do g is outdoors it shall be provided p rotection fro m the elements b y a d ry, 
insulated, draft-free house. It is further agreed the dog shall be provided with shade from the sun and adequate food 
and water. 
 
3. The adopter agrees this dog will be e xamined by a licensed veterinarian at least once  each year a nd will receive  
adequate vaccinations and tre atments to ensure good health. The adopter understands that PCHS rec ommends that 
this dog be taken to the adopterôs regular veterinarian within three (3) working days from the date of adoption. 
 
4. In the event PCHS discovers the inhumane treatment of this dog, it is agreed PCHS has the right to immediately 
take possession of dog upon written noti ce to the adopter at the residence of the dog. It is understood and accepted 
by the adopter that home visits may be co nducted by a person representing PCHS, to check on the welfare of the 
above named dog. 
 
5. PCHS makes no warranties or statements regarding the dogôs health or temperament. It is agreed and underst ood 
by the adopter that while every effort is made to provide accurate history and assessment of a dog, PCHS does not 
warrant a dog regarding medical status or behavior or disposition. It is fu rther agreed that environmental changes 
may effect and change the temperament of the above named dog and that PCHS has no liability or responsibility of 
any nat ure reg arding l ater de fects wi th t he dog, or i njuries or dam age t o any  pe rson or property w hich m ay be 
caused by the dog. The a dopter agrees t o release, indemnify an d ho ld h armless PCHS and  its members o r 
representatives against any and all claims for any injury or property damage to the adopter or anyone else related in 
any way to this dog. 
 
6. In the event it is d etermined by either a PCHS representative or the adopter that the do g should not remain with 
the adopter, it is agreed the dog shall be returned to PCHS (or itôs appointed agent) by the adopter. No refund will be 
given after th e in itial fo urteen (14 ) days. Th e dog  m ay n ot b e tran sferred to  ano ther owner withou t th e exp ress 
written conse nt of PCHS. If euthana sia be comes necessary , it is agreed this will be perform ed by a licensed 
veterinarian, and that the dog will not be turned over to a Humane Society or Animal Shelter for this service. PCHS 
is available for consultation, advice an d assistance in this and all other areas  p ertaining to  th e h ealth, train ing, 
compatibility e tc. of the adopted dog.  It is ex pressly understood and agreed that the dog remains the property of 
PCHS at all times, and that the dog shall be returned to PCHS (or itôs appointed agent) by the adopter upon PCHSôs 
written notice to the adopter at the residence of the dog. 
 
7. The adopter agrees to not violate any laws or ordinances with the dog. 
 
 
*The use o f the t erm ñadoptionò i n this Agr eement and elsewher e by PCHS is not inte nded to  guar antee nor  im ply that the term s, rights, 
responsibilities or other circu mstances of this transaction are si milar t o the ñ adoptionò of a child.  Under Ohio law , all  type s of dog s ar e 
considered personal property.  However , this tr ansaction is NOT  a sale,  gift, nor a lease of  the dog.   All d ogs remain the excl usive property of 
PCHS and must be returned to PCHS immediately upon request. 
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8. It is agreed and understood by the adopter and PCHS that this written agreement, consisting of two pages, sets 
forth all p romises, ag reement, co nditions, and understanding between the m, o ral o r written , an d th at b oth p arties 
have fully read and understand all of the agreement. 
 
9. This agreement shall inur e to the be nefit of and be binding upon the a dopter and PCHS and their successors or 
beneficiaries. 
 
10. In the event this contract, including all its co venants and conditions are breached by the adopter it is ag reed the 
adopter shall pay $300.00 as damages. This amount is the best estimate by PCHS as  to the costs of a breach of the  
contract by adopter. Payment of t hese damages shall not  excuse the adopter from returning the dog to  PCHS and  
does not include court costs or attorney's fees as set forth. 
 
11. In t he event of t he employment of an at torney by  PCHS on  accoun t o f an y v iolation of th is ag reement, it is  
agreed the adopter shall pay PCHSôs attorney's fees and court costs as may be reasonably necessary.  
 
12. In the event of any dispute concerning the possession, ownership, or welfare of the dog, the adopter expressly 
acknowledges and agrees: (a)  that the dog is a unique a nd irreplaceable item of prope rty belonging to PCHS, (b) 
that monetary damages cannot fully compensate PCHS for the loss of possession or control over the dog, (c) that 
irreparable harm will en sue to PCHS or to  PCHSôs property unless the dog is immed iately returned to PCHS, (d) 
that PCHS has no adequate remedy at law other than immediate recovery of the dog by prejudgment attachment or 
replevin, and, (e) that PCHS shall be entitled to pre-judgment attachment or replevin to recover possession of the 
dog under this agreement without posting of any bond or security, and without prior notice to the adopter or hearing. 
 
13.   This agreement is to be construed under and according to the laws of the State of Ohio. 
 
14.  Any legal action under this agreement, related to the dog, or between PCHS and the adopter, shall be brought in 
the courts of Perry County, Ohio. 
Release of Liability and Indemnification 
 
15.  In consideration of Perry County Humane Society, Inc. allowing me to adopt this dog, and recognizing that it is 
impossible to reliably predict the behavior of any animal, I promise and agree t o be solely responsible for this dog 
and to indemnify and hold harmless Perry County Humane Society, Inc., PCHS's members and volunteers from any 
and all claims of liability for the conduct of this dog on or after the date of this agreement.  The undersigned further 
agrees and  i ntends th at t he release of liab ility an d i ndemnification sh all app ly to  all k nown, unk nown, an d 
unanticipated damages resulting from my fostering, adoption, ownership, or control of such dog. 
 
IN TESTIMONY WHERE the adopter and PCHS have set their signatures on this the date first above written. 
 
Perry County Humane Society, Inc., by:   
 
 
____________________________________ 
(signature) 
 
Name: ______________________________ 
 
Office: ______________________________ 
 
 
ADOPTER:      CO-ADOPTER (if any): 
 
 
___________________________________   _ ________________________________ 
(signature)       (sig nature) 
 
Name: ______________________________   N ame: ______________________________ 
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